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HABITUAL FELON RECEIVES PRISON SENTENCES FOR DRUG SALES IN 

CARTERET AND CAVEN COUNTIES 

 

New Bern, North Carolina – District Attorney Scott Thomas announced that 

CHARLES PURCELL MORRIS, SR. also known as “SCOOTER,” 54, of Newport, NC 

pled guilty in Carteret County Superior Court this week to the Sale of Cocaine.  Superior 

Court Judge Thomas R. Wilson sentenced MORRIS as a habitual felon and ordered him 

to serve a sentence of not less than 87 months’ up to 113 months’ imprisonment.  Later in 

the week, MORRIS pled guilty to charges of Possession With Intent to Sell or Deliver a 

Controlled Substance Within 1,000 Feet of a Child Care Center, Possession With Intent 

to Manufacture Sell or Deliver Methamphetamine, and Conspiracy to Possess With Intent 

to Sell or Deliver a Counterfeit Controlled Substance in Craven County Superior Court 

where Superior Court Judge Clinton H. Rowe sentenced MORRIS to a term of 

imprisonment not less than 50 months up to 72 months.   

 

Following the guilty pleas and sentences, District Attorney Scott Thomas made the 

following statement, “My office continues to work closely with law enforcement to 

investigate and prosecute drug dealers in our district.  This prison sentence should send a 

clear message to drug dealers that there is a consequence for their illegal conduct.” 

 

During the course of investigations by the Carteret County Sheriff’s Office, Havelock 

Police Department and Morehead City Police Department, detectives utilized confidential 

informants to conduct controlled purchases from MORRIS and individuals working at the 

direction of MORRIS.  A confidential informant arranged for the purchase of $300 worth 

of methamphetamine during which MORRIS contacted the CI and informed him that he 

would be bringing an accomplice with him from Morehead City to make the transaction.  

Later that day, MORRIS arrived in Havelock with an accomplice who completed the 

transaction with the informant.  The controlled substance provided by MORRIS was later 

analyzed and found not to contain a controlled substance. 

 

On another occasion, officers with the Havelock Police Department, Morehead City 

Police Department and Carteret County Sheriff’s Office utilized a confidential informant 
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to arrange a transaction for $140 worth of methamphetamine at a grocery store in 

Havelock, NC.  MORRIS arrived at the grocery store and instructed the informant to 

come into the bathroom of the store where he made the exchange of .77 grams of 

methamphetamine for the money. 

 

Later, a Morehead City Police Detective utilized a confidential informant to arrange a 

controlled purchase of cocaine from MORRIS and others acting in concert with MORRIS 

in the parking lot of an apartment complex in Morehead City.     

 

At the time of these offenses, MORRIS had three prior felony convictions which made 

him eligible for prosecution as a habitual felon.  MORRIS had previously served a prison 

sentence as a habitual felon in 2004. 

 

The case was prosecuted in court by Assistant District Attorneys Chekesha N. Hukins 

and David L. Spence.  The North Carolina State Crime Lab performed laboratory 

analysis on the suspected narcotics.   
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