
 
 
East Carolina Head Coach Mike Houston 
 
Initial thoughts on the game:  
“It is a tough locker room in there right now. The kids are hurting in there. Give credit to that South 
Carolina kicker. That is a big time kick there at the end. Very proud how we competed and our 
physicality. They gave of us a chance to win it in the fourth quarter and I thought we had it, but it just 
did not go our away.” 
 
On how they slowed down South Carolina’s running game until that last drive: 
“Well that guy had two stretch plays and got triggered when he hit that hole. We knew what was 
coming. The kids knew it was coming. We even had the defense called, but they did a better job at 
the point of attack on those two runs.” 
 
On how the defense gave the team opportunities to extend the lead but could not take 
advantage: 
“Well number one, I think it shows what our kids are capable of. I thought they hung together all day 
long in all three phases of the game. So, an incredible job for them. I love the way we competed, 
never quit and always fought. Like the play with Juan Powell, where everyone thought it would be a 
touchdown but he was able to force the fumble and touchback. We did not convert as many as I 
wanted, but you are playing a really good SEC defense. On that defensive line you have at least one 
first round draft pick, and two five-star kids, with one being the number one defensive end in high 
school when he came out. We were not just playing a mediocre defense.” 
 
On the pick six: 
“Yeah that is a big play. You wish you could have that one back. They had a pressure call, we had 
a screen called, and sometimes those are feast or famine. If we get that off, it is going to be a big 
gain but credit that South Carolina player. That is probably the difference in the game.” 
 
Adjustments made to help Holton have more time in the pocket: 
“Well that is what halftime is for. You kind of know what they are giving you, so we made some 
adjustments with our blocking schemes and gave our back a little more room. I think our kids did a 
good job adjusting to the changes in the second half, but that is a good group on the other side.” 
 
On asking Holton to do more: 
“He is his biggest critic so he will be in here tomorrow trying to fix things he did wrong and try to 
improve. If anything, I think everyone sees what kind of heart this bunch has. We are going to fight; 
we are going to show up next week and play. We have high expectations internally. These kids work 
their tails off.” 
 
 

 
 

 

POST-GAME QUOTES 
SOUTH CAROLINA Gamecocks at EAST CAROLINA Pirates 

Sept. 11, 2020 ● Bagwell Field at Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium ● 12 noon (EDT) 



 
 
South Carolina Head Coach Shane Beamer 
 
Initial thoughts on the game:  
“What a win. I’ve been part of some great ones in my career. I don’t think I’ve ever been prouder of 
a football team than that group right there for what they’ve been through this past year, the adversity 
they’ve faced and what people on the outside say about them. For those guys to come into an 
environment like this today to play a really good football team and withstand everything we did, we 
just never flinched, kept battling and found a way to win the game in the fourth quarter. That’s a heck 
of a happy locker room and rightfully so. I just told them there’s not another team in America I’d rather 
be the head coach of right now.  
 
“Having said that, we need to get a whole lot better on offense, defense, special teams and coaching. 
We’ll worry about that tomorrow. We’re going to celebrate the heck out of this one. To come in here 
and not play well offensively and have some dumb, dumb penalties but find a way to make some 
plays in the fourth quarter and win – I couldn’t be prouder.” 
 
On adjustments in the second half: 
“We’re multiple in the run game. We’re going to run outside zone every week. A lot of it was them 
heating up and bringing pressure. We obviously didn’t play well on the offense early on. The biggest 
thing was we came in at halftime and I said if we’re going down, we’re going down handing the ball 
to ZaQuandre White, MarShawn Lloyd, Kevin Harris and Juju McDowell. I told the running backs at 
halftime that they were going to get the ball.  
 
“I said this all week. It’s not coach speak. They have a good football team and are really good up 
front on defense. It wasn’t going to be easy to just come in here and run the football. We did feel like 
we had a depth advantage so if we kept running the ball we would wear them down and be able to 
win the game in the fourth quarter.  
 
“The turnovers were unacceptable If you go on road and turn it over three or four times, you aren’t 
going to win the ball game. Credit to our guys for overcoming that.” 
 
On Juju McDowell: 
“I love that kid and what he’s about. His energy whether he’s in the game, practice, pregame 
warmups or the hotel – he’s like a mini ZaQuandre White. He did a nice job. He’s a gamer. We 
popped some runs with him early and kept handing the ball to him. We have confidence in all our 
backs. It’s hard to play four, but Juju certainly had the hot hand down the stretch.” 
 
On addressing the penalties: 
“I wish I had the answer for you right now. Coming into the game, we were something like 80th in the 
country in penalties and one of the teams that was worse was East Carolina. We talked about being 
more disciplined, keeping our composure and not having dumb post-whistle and pre-snap penalties. 
I did a bad job of coaching that. To have an unsportsmanlike conduct, to have an offsides, to have a 
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false start in the redzone – it was bad football. It starts with me. We’ll continue to talk about it and 
educate.” 
 
On Luke Doty: 
“We didn’t feel comfortable putting him out there. I think he’s good percentage wise, but soreness is 
the issue with him right now. He’d be good for a few plays, but some of the soreness would kick in. 
With some of the things East Carolina was doing defensively, we just didn’t feel great putting him out 
there. We feel fully confident he’ll be 100 percent next week. He’s just got to continue getting 
healthier.” 
 
On the defense stepping up: 
“I love that group. We gave a game ball to Damani Staley. He obviously had the interception return 
for a touchdown, but he had some one-on-one tackles. Our defense keeps coming at you. There are 
a lot of things we have to get cleaned up and better at, but I like the fact they continued to get better 
and better as the game went. They looked fast and fresh in the fourth quarter.” 
 
 


