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Press Release  

                                        February 18, 2022 

 
     On Saturday, December 25, 2021, a deputy with the Duplin County Sheriff’s Office shot and 

wounded Jimmy Norman Bland, 84 years of age, of 659 Stockinghead Road, Rose Hill, North 

Carolina after Bland confronted the deputy with a firearm.  After reviewing the investigation of 

the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation (SBI), I have determined the shooting was 

justified because Bland’s actions caused the Duplin County deputy to reasonably believe it 

necessary to use deadly force to protect his life and the lives of others.    

 

     The evidence showed that on the afternoon of December 25, 2021, a deputy was dispatched to 

Rose Hill in reference to a 911 call to the Duplin County Sheriff’s Office that Edward Bland was 

being shot at by his father, Jimmy Norman Bland.  A deputy responded to the scene in his 

marked patrol vehicle with his emergency lights and siren activated.  The deputy met with 

Edward Bland, age 62 years, who indicated that his father had shot at him with a rifle.  The 

deputy confirmed the general location of Jimmy Bland on a dirt road.  The deputy stopped his 

vehicle and he observed Jimmy Bland approaching him with the rifle.  The deputy shouted at 

Jimmy  Bland several times requesting he drop the rifle, but Jimmy Bland refused.  Jimmy  

Bland raised his rifle and pointed it at the deputy.  The deputy fired multiple times striking 

Jimmy Bland once in the upper left leg.  The deputy as well as other deputies who arrived at the 

scene as backup provided medical aid to Jimmy Bland.  EMS responded to the scene and Jimmy 

Bland was transported to the hospital.   

 

     An interview with Edward Bland by the SBI conducted on December 25, 2021, revealed that 

Edward Bland had an estranged relationship with his father.  His father had been living alone 

since his Edward Bland’s wife passed away one year ago.  On Christmas Day, Jimmy Bland 

went to Edward Bland’s residence at 661 Stockinghead Road, Rose Hill, North Carolina, and 

Edward Bland was washing his truck at his residence.  Jimmy Bland approached Edward Bland 

and pointed a .22 rifle at and then fired the .22 rifle three times at Edward Bland.  Jimmy Bland 

then shot the tires of the truck.  Jimmy Bland walked in the field near Edward Bland’s residence.  

That property was located at 659 Stockinghead Road.  Edward Bland called 911 at 

approximately 3:33 p.m.  Edward Bland observed the deputy arrive on scene and after speaking 

with Edward Band, the deputy drove in the direction of Jimmy Bland.  Edward Bland observed 

the deputy attempting talk with Jimmy Bland and the deputy requested Jimmy Bland to put the 

gun down several times.   Jimmy Bland raised his rifle and pointed it at the deputy.   

 



    The deputy was interviewed by the SBI and said that he was dispatched to Stockinghead Road 

in Rose Hill at about 3:30 p.m. The deputy spoke with Edward Bland upon his arrival.  Edward 

Bland pointed in the direction of where Jimmy Bland was located, and the deputy observed 

Jimmy Bland approaching them.  The deputy was wearing a Duplin County Sheriff’s Office 

uniform.  The deputy approached Jimmy Bland in his marked patrol car and then exited his 

patrol vehicle.  Jimmy Bland continued to approach the deputy while carrying his rifle.  The 

deputy said he was hesitant to shoot Jimmy Bland but was confident Jimmy Bland was going to 

shoot him.  The deputy told Jimmy Bland multiple times to drop the weapon.  The deputy then 

fired at Jimmy Bland several times when he was about 60 yards from the deputy.  The deputy 

told the SBI he was in fear for his life and safety.  The deputy observed Jimmy Bland grab his 

leg and then go down to one knee. No further shots were fired after Jimmy Bland fell to knee.  

The deputy told Jimmy Bland to drop the weapon and he finally went prone on the ground.  

Deputies on scene rendered first aid.  Jimmy Bland was shot once in his upper left thigh.  No 

other deputies fired their weapons.  The deputy who fired his weapon was not physically injured.  

The body camera of the deputy who fired his weapon confirms the deputy’s version of events.   

 

     The SBI conducted an investigation and recovered evidence at the scene.  Eleven Speer 9mm- 

Luger 20 shell casings were recovered at the scene.  The deputy said he fired his gun twelve 

times.  A Glock Model 45 9-mm caliber semi-automatic handgun with six live rounds was 

recovered from the deputy who fired his weapon.  There is no evidence that Jimmy Bland fired 

his weapon at the deputy.  The SBI noted that the four tires of Edward Bland’s truck had been 

shot.  In addition, the SBI recovered a Winchester Model 60, .22 caliber single-shot, bolt-action 

rifle at the scene.    

 

     On December 25, 2021, at about at 3:50 p.m., I received a call at my Jacksonville residence 

from Sheriff Blake Wallace about an officer involved shooting near Rose Hill.  He said the SBI 

had been contacted to investigate.  A short time later, I was on the phone with the SBI, and I 

joined with Sheriff Wallace in requesting the SBI to investigate this matter.  At 3:58 p.m., on 

phone with Assistant District Attorney Jason McGuirt of Salemburg about the officer involved 

shooting in case a prosecutor needed to go to the scene.  No prosecutors were dispatched to the 

scene.  On December 28, 2021, I was in contact with Sheriff Wallace and the SBI about the 

investigation.  On January 3, 2022, I was updated by the SBI about the investigation.  On 

January 4, 2022, I requested the Duplin County Sheriff’s Office conduct an investigation into the 

possible criminal conduct of Jimmy Bland of pointing and firing his weapon at his son or the 

deputy.  On January 12, 2022, I was updated by the SBI about the investigation.  On January 18, 

2022, I met with the Duplin County Sheriff’s Office, and I recommended warrants be secured 

against Jimmy Bland.  Warrants were subsequently secured by the Duplin County Sheriff’s 

Office against Jimmy Bland for various assault offenses.  Those charges are pending.  Jimmy 

Bland is presumed to be innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.  On 

February 1, 2022, and February 11, 2022, and February 18, 2022, I was in contact with the SBI 

about the officer involved shooting investigation.  On February 10, 2022, February 11, 2022, and 

February 17, 2022, I was in contact with Sheriff Wallace about the officer involved shooting 

investigation as to the status of the SBI report.   

 

     On February 14, 2022, this office received a copy of the SBI investigation, and I reviewed the 

investigation during the evening hours.  During the same time, I was involved in first-degree 

murder trial in Onslow County that began on February 7, 2022, and ended late in the afternoon 

of February 17, 2022.  On February 18, 2022, I prepared my findings and on the same day, I was 

in contact with both Sheriff Wallace and the SBI about my findings.   

 

 

    



     Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 15A-401, when making an arrest a law 

enforcement officer is justified in using deadly physical force upon another person to defend 

himself or a third person from what he reasonably believes to be the use or imminent use of 

deadly physical force.  Furthermore, the general rules of self-defense and defense of others in 

North Carolina allow for the use of deadly force when the individual actually, or honestly, 

believed in the need to defend himself or others from death or great bodily injury and the 

individual’s belief is reasonable in light of the circumstances as they appeared to him at the time.  

Clearly, from the facts and circumstances of this case, the officer was justified in using deadly 

force to defend himself and others from death or great bodily injury.    

 

    Law enforcement officers are required to instantaneously evaluate and employ force against 

possible criminal suspects to thwart apparent dangers to citizens and themselves.  Officers must 

perceive, evaluate, decide, and then act often in a matter of seconds.  I find that the deputy did 

these very things in this case and acted in an appropriate manner.   

 

     The perceived danger to the officer must be only apparent, not actual, to justify use of deadly 

force.  Apparent danger is such that it would cause a reasonable person to believe that he was in 

danger of death or great bodily harm.  Although there is evidence of actual danger to the deputy, 

under the law there was also apparent danger.   From the evidence, it reasonably appeared to the 

deputy there was a sufficient basis for self-defense.  The facts in this case demonstrate the 

presence of apparent danger to the deputy.  A person may exercise such force if he believes it to 

be necessary and has reasonable grounds for such belief.  An officer acting in self-defense is 

presumed to have acted in good faith.  The deputy in this case shot at Jimmy Bland twelve times 

which was reasonable to neutralize the threat perceived by the deputy.   

 

     Based upon my review of the facts of this case, I have determined that the shooting of Jimmy 

Bland was justified to protect the safety and life of the Duplin County deputy as the threat 

appeared to the deputy. The deputy perceived an apparent threat, evaluated the situation in 

seconds, made a decision and acted.  The deputy’s actions appear reasonable under all the 

circumstances of this case.   The deputy faced apparent danger as perceived by him.  The deputy 

was justified in defending himself from death or great bodily injury.  There is insufficient 

evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that the deputy acted in any manner that was not consistent 

with his perception of an apparent threat.  In fact, an actual threat was posed by Jimmy Bland in 

that he possessed a loaded firearm that was raised by Jimmy Bland in the direction of the deputy.   

 

     I appreciate the thorough investigation by the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation 

and the assistance of the Duplin County Sheriff’s Office.  These investigations demand a lot of 

resources from law enforcement and these investigations are often challenging as the SBI 

attempts to locate and interview witnesses, preserve the scene, collect evidence, and determine 

what occurred in these often-chaotic situations.  Ultimately, the job of the prosecutor is to ensure 

justice is done in this investigation as in all investigations.  In this case, I have determined that 

the shooting was justified, and that the deputy acted in accordance with his training and in 

compliance with the rules and laws concerning use of force and self-defense.   

 

  

 

 

                                                   Ernie Lee 

                                                   District Attorney  


