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Memorial Day facts and history
 

¨ Memorial Day is a national holiday set aside to honor military service 
 members who died fighting in a war.

 
¨ Memorial Day is sometimes confused with Veterans Day. On Veterans 

Day, November 11, we thank and honor those who served in the 
military.

 
¨ Major General John A. Logan, a Civil War veteran, founded Memorial 
Day in 1868. Following the Civil War, a small group of women went to a 
cemetery in Columbus, Mississippi and honored the Soldiers of both 

the North and the South by putting flowers on their graves. 
 

¨ Memorial day was initially called Decoration Day because graves were 
decorated with flowers and flags. In May of 1874, Mrs. Laura D. 

Richardson of Knoxville, Tennessee, Chairperson of a committee to 
obtain flowers for decorating the graves in the national cemetery of 

Knoxville, saw flags in a store window. She had an idea and 
subsequently purchased the flags and had the local lumber mill provide 

the wood for tiny flagpoles. This began the movement to decorate 
graves with flags.

 
¨ It was changed to Memorial Day to put the emphasis on the 

fallen, not the graves.
 

¨ Initially it was observed on May 30, but in 1971, when it became a 
national holiday, Congress changed it to the last Monday of May to 

create a three-day weekend. This change, some argued, would 
contribute to Americans neglecting the true meaning and observances 

of the holiday.
 

¨ Poppies, a symbol of death in war, have been worn on Memorial Day 
since 1915 to remember the Fallen. This movement was initiated by an 

American teacher named Moina Michael who read the well-known 
poem by a Canadian military doctor, "In Flander's Fields."
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City of Greenville Memorial Day Program
11 AM, Monday, May 30, 2022

 
 

POSTING OF COLORS *    Seymour Johnson AFB Color Guard
 

NATIONAL ANTHEM                                              Ernest Silver
 

INVOCATION                                                        Shelton Harris
 

WELCOME                     MOC-Retired SSG Tommy Stephenson
 

WREATH LAYING                                                  DAVA UNIT 37 
 

GOLD STAR RECOGNITION             U.S. Rep. Gregory Murphy
 

FOLDING OF FLAG                            JROTC Ayden-Grifton High
 

SOLDIERS CROSS                                                   Shelton Harris
 

POW MIA DISPLAY JROTC                                    Ayden Grifton
 

REMARKS                                                 N.C. Senator Don Davis
 

GOD BLESS AMERICA                     Ernest Silver and audience
 

CLOSING PRAYER                                                  Shelton Harris
 

COLOR GUARD RETRIEVE COLORS            SJAFB Color Guard
 

CLOSING COMMENTS  MOC-Retired SSG Tommy Stephenson
 

*For those able, please stand for the posting of our colors and remain 
standing for the National Anthem and opening prayer

 
 

Today's ceremony is coordinated by the Pitt County 
Veteran's Council. Council members wish to thank the 
speakers and guests who have come together to 
remember and honor those lost in service to our 
country. 

Ernest Silver
 Ernest Silver is gospel singer from Greenville. He is a 
contemporary artist, whose gift permits him to sing a broad 
genre of music including jazz, R&B, standards, pop, classic and 
gospel.

U.S. Rep. Dr. Greg Murphy
   Congressman Dr. Greg Murphy, from Greenville, has served 
eastern NC in the United States Congress since 2015, most 
recently as representative of the 3rd Congressional District. 
   During his time in office, Murphy's greatest focus has been on 
helping reduce the tragic impacts of the Opioid Epidemic. He 
was the primary sponsor of both the STOP Act and the HOPE 
Act, North Carolina’s two main legislative initiatives to combat 
the Opioid Crisis. 
   He is the only actively practicing physician in Congress seeing 
patients a few days a month still.

Senator Don Davis
   North Carolina Senator Don Davis is a native of Snow Hill. He 
has served six terms in the State Senate, representing Pitt and 
Greene counties.
   Davis is an Air Force veteran. He is a graduate of the U.S. Air 
Force Academy. As a 1st Lieutenant, Davis coordinated Air 
Force One operations at Andrews Air Force Base and 
supported families of military members killed in action as a 
mortuary officer. Davis served 8 years as an Air Force officer.
 


