
NHS – Message to Parents – Monday, September 5, 2022 
  

Good evening, Monarch family. This is Principal Brad Staley with an update on our plans for 
returning to school on Tuesday, and what you can expect to see as we welcome our students 
back. 
  
The investigation into Thursday’s incident is ongoing, and we will continue cooperating with the 
Jacksonville Police Department on this process. Over the weekend, school disciplinary action was 
taken against several additional students who were involved in Thursday’s incident. We will 
continue to make sure all participants or contributors are identified and face the strictest 
consequences available. 
  
Returning to school tomorrow for our students, staff and families will not be easy, but together 
we are united. I want to take this opportunity to thank our amazing student body for the way 
they handled themselves throughout these events. On behalf of the NHS staff, we appreciate the 
faith and trust our students and families have placed in us. 
  
In the wake of Thursday's events, we will be implementing the following measures to better 
ensure student and staff safety: 
  

• The law enforcement presence on the campus has been increased and will remain that 
way for the remainder of this week, and longer, if necessary.  

  
• District-level staff will be joining us to provide additional visibility and supervision. They 

will be joined by district-approved volunteers from Mentor Every Neighborhood and 
Community, Inc., who will be on hand to greet students as they arrive on Tuesday.  

  
• Administrators will have hand-held, “wand style” metal detectors available for use in the 

event any individual searches are necessary. 
  

• Students will be eating lunch in their classrooms for the upcoming week, and some 
portions of the campus will be closed for students until further notice. 

  
• A “no-bag” policy will be developed for all NHS sporting events.  

  
• The district Crisis Team will continue to be available to offer support for our students as 

long as needed.  
  
In addition to these immediate efforts, school and district administrators are discussing longer-
range resources – including metal detectors – which may be needed to support ongoing safety 
efforts. District, city, and county leadership, along with local law enforcement, will be meeting 
later this week to review last week’s incident and identify any additional measures or equipment 
which may be needed to safeguard our students and staff. 
  
Though the Monarch community will notice differences within and outside our building, we will 
continue to rely on the support and comfort from those around us. As we move forward, please 
look for opportunities to be involved on our campus; at this time more than ever, we will rely on 
the partnerships and community that make us Northside. 



  
Families, please remember to keep open lines of communication with your children. Talk to them 
often and too much. If you notice any behavioral changes such as withdrawal, irritability, or 
changes in eating or sleep patterns, or if your child is not comfortable returning to school, reach 
out to our school counselors and they will get you in contact with options for emotional and 
academic support for your family. 
  
I will continue reaching out to our Monarch families throughout the week and well into the next. 
Please encourage your child to share important safety information with you so that you can 
make us aware. Safety is our top priority. 
  
It is through strength and unity that we as a family will heal from this tragedy. 
  
Have a nice evening, Monarchs! 

 


