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Representative Farkas Responds to House District 9 Election Results

Greenville, NC – On November 18th, the Pitt County Board of Elections completed its canvass of the 2022
General Election, including outstanding absentee and provisional ballots. Following the certification of the
results, State Representative Brian Farkas’ (D-Pitt) campaign released the following statement:

“Serving my hometown in the State House for the past two years has been the honor of my life. When
I was elected in 2020, I pledged to leave party politics at the door and work with anyone serious about
getting things done – and it worked. Our stubbornly bipartisan approach and full-time effort delivered over
$320 million in direct investment to Pitt County in my first term, including my main campaign promise: a
new $215 million facility for the Brody School of Medicine at East Carolina.

During my two years in the State House, we also:
➢ Provided funding for a new Workforce Development Center at Pitt Community College;
➢ Secured $4.5 million for the Eastern North Carolina Food Commercialization Center in Ayden;
➢ Landed long-term funding for Pitt County’s new Behavioral Health Treatment Court;
➢ Helped deliver state grant opportunities to multiple Pitt County communities, including over

$800,000 for Uptown Greenville’s revitalization off of Dickinson Avenue;
➢ Put $562,000 back into the pockets of Pitt County citizens through the NC Cash Match program.
➢ Secured $250,000 for the Pitt-Greenville Passenger Rail Feasibility Study; and
➢ Introduced Support Team Assisted Response (STAR) programs within three city police

departments, including Greenville, to pilot an innovative new strategy that reduces crime and gets
people in crisis the help they need.

Our vision to make Pitt County the gateway to Eastern North Carolina has taken many big steps forward.
These historic accomplishments are proof that we can do big things when we push past partisan gridlock
and embrace the power of possibility, together.

The District 9 race was one of the closest races in the state this year, and we ran a positive, people-powered
campaign. At the end of the day, our movement could not overcome the flood of $1 million of lie-filled
attack ads. We certainly made them work for it, however, falling short by just 354 votes.

As candidates, we are often encouraged to do whatever it takes to win, even if that means spreading lies
and misinformation about your opponent. Once elected, those same voices push even further, encouraging
weaker politicians to sell out their values and community for an inch of power. I pray that in office my
opponent will not continue to bend to those voices, and instead chooses a path of integrity and independent
leadership that does what’s best for the people of Pitt County.
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Thank you to everyone who believed in me and supported our work, both during the campaign and as a
legislator. I know there are many people who are disappointed in the outcome of this election, but I hope
you’ll keep the faith that hard work, bipartisanship, and civility will win the day – we’ve seen it before and
it can happen again. To those who may look at the negative political attacks and second guess a career in
public service, don’t. North Carolina needs your energy and drive to help us all move forward.

I have loved this job, and using it to do the most good possible for my hometown. I will continue to serve
Pitt County’s 9th District faithfully until the expiration of my term on December 31st, and will coordinate
with Representative-elect Reeder’s team for a smooth transition. From there, we shall look to the future and
see what opportunities to continue serving North Carolina are on the horizon.”
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